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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


T the commencement of No. 1 
A of Volume XXV of Tue Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC we congratulate 
our subscribers that their faith, their 
prayers, their zeal, their perseverance 
in deing good, have brought them 
and us to the Silver Jubilee of such 
a publication. The cause represent- 
ed by this Magazine is living because 
the faith of our readers in all that is 
true and good is centered in Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, 
for ever, and in the American Flag. 

What has this faith of the readers 
of THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC ac- 
complished? 

When this work began, the opposi- 
tion to the dogma of Papal Infalli- 
bility, promulgated at the Vatican 
Council in 1870, had almost subsided, 
and few there were to raise a voice 
or print a word against the Papal 
pretensions and ceaseless invasions 
of the civil and religious rights of 
American citizens. The Rev. Charles 
Chiniquy, the brave Canadian priest, 
had been fighting Rome almost sin- 
gle-handed, and the American and 
Foreign Christian Union in New 
York City had been affording aid to 
struggling evangelistic work in Cath- 
olic Europe. But soon after this 


Magazine established, Father 
Chiniquy gave up his church work 
and took the lecture field, going as 
far as Australia to arouse the people 
there to the perils of all free com- 
munities involved in Papal aggres- 
sion; and the Christian Union, which 
at one time had a revenue of $150,000 
a year, went out of existence about 
this time. When THe CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC was started, an effort was 
made by influential Protestant friends 

among them the late Rev. Dr. How- 
ard Crosby—to obtain for it some of 
the assets of the defunct Union. But 
not even the list of subscribers to the 
monthly paper of the Union could be 
obtained, and from that day to this 
no public statement has been made 
as to the disposition of its other 
property. 

So Tue CONVERTED CATHOLIC was 


was 


started by the present Editor with- 
out any clientéle xcept the few friends 
had interested in his 
writings in the New York Jitness, 
particularly in his “Letters to Cardi- 
nal McCloskey.” 

Truly such friends of those early 
days as now survive can say with 
gratitude in their hearts, “What hath 
God wrought?” 


who become 
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To God be all the Glory! 

Now THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
Magazine has entered upon _ its 
Twenty-fifth year, and Christ’s Mis- 
sion has been established, giving to 
the American nation a valuable prop- 
erty in the most central part of New 
York City to be used as a Protestant 
Temple for the proclamation of evan- 
gelical truth against the errors, the 
delusions, and the tyranny of the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is well 
that there should be such an institu- 
tion when the inroads of political 
Popery are so apparent in our coun- 
try, and so many of the churches are 
silent on this subject. 

For done ‘in this 
cause—for the expounding and up- 
holding of American principles, for 
the dissemination of patriotic ideas, 
for the voice of warning raised 


what has been 


against the real perils confronting 
the Republic, and for the proclama- 
tion of the word of truth which has 
brought thousands of souls out of 
darkness into light—to God be all 
the glory! 


Co-workers With Christ in 1908. 


In one of those wonderful parables” 


of the Blessed Master, we read that 
“a certain nobleman” who “went into 
a iar country to receive a kingdom” 
called his ten servants before him, 
gave them “ten pounds” and said, 
“Occupy till I come.” 

As we enter upon another year, 
with all its privileges before us, and 
all the duties that grow out of those 
privileges, we may well take these 
words as a personal injunction to us 
all, from the lips of our Lord and 
Master. It is certainly His will that 
we should, having “freely received,” 
“freely give” to others the knowl- 


edge of the light and joy that come 
to everyone who finds peace with God 
through Christ, the one Mediator be- 
tween God and man. It may be that 
some of our friends and acquaint- 
ances do not know the way of salva- 
tion by which we have become chil- 
dren of God, members of His family, 
joint-heirs with Christ. Tell them! 
The salvation of each one of us was 
so precious in the sight of God that 
He gave His only begotten Son to 
die for us. Tell them that also! 

We can be co-workers with Him 
in saving others. The Apostle James 
says “Let him know, that he which 
converteth the sinner from the error 
of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins.” 

The year 1908 will be a blessed one 
to every Christian who helps to save 
a soul; and in the hope that all of our 
readers will do something in the 
cause of Christ, we wish them a 
Happy New Year. 

Testimony to Gospel Truth. 

Many Christians who desire the 
salvation of others may be puzzled as 
to the means by which they can bring 
the truths of the Gospel home to their 
minds and hearts; and it is not al- 
ways easy to know how to deal with 
individual cases. If, however, the 
heart be lifted to God, “who giveth 
to all men liberally and upbraideth 
not,” for wisdom He will always sup- 
ply the need of the moment. Un- 
converted persons generally have a 
sense of sin and of condemnation on 
account of it, associated with the 
hope and’intention of “doing better” 
at some future day. Those who en- 
joy the realization of sins forgiven 
and the truth of Paul’s assertion 
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“there is therefore now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus,” can speak of those blessings 
in such a way as to create a desire 
on the part of others to possess them. 
While there may be circumstances in 
which the rebuking of sin is a duty, 
the holding out of blessing will usual- 
ly be found more successful in ap- 
pealing to the mind and heart than 
warnings against the consequences 
of wrongdoing. There are few oc- 
casions on which the Christian can 
with more confidence and hope claim 
the fulfillment of the divine promise, 
“I am with you alway,” than in 
striving to lead into the joy of His 
salvation_those who know Him not. 


Good Words in Due Season. 

Christian workers can avail them- 
Selves of special opportunities ‘that 
may present themselves, such as sick- 
ness or bereavement, or some other 
form of adversity or sorrow. It is 
no small thing, under such circum- 
stances, to be able to testify to the 
consolations received in similar ex- 
periences through the ministrations 
of the Holy Spirit, and to speak of 
the faithfulness and righteousness of 
God in the fulfilment of His promises 
to all them that love Him. Often, at 
such times, not only the heart, but the 
mind also, is in a receptive mood, and 
the words of Scripture as well as the 
evidence of a witness can be brought 
to bear with deeper effect, than under 
ordinary conditions. When uncon- 
verted people are brought face to face 
with the wonderful power of the 
Gospel manifested in the affairs of 
life, they cannot but be impressed 
with ‘its reality, and with the bless- 
ings that it confers upon those whom 
it helps in the difficulties that beset 


us. When they see the power of the 
Saviour made manifest in the lives of 
His followers, they will be like those 
Greeks who said to Philip, “Sir, we 
would see Jesus.” And when this 
inquiry is made, to point the way to 
Him is easy for any who have obey- 
ed His voice, and entered into the 
light and joy of His salvation. 


Personal Relationship to God. 

In the efforts to lead others into 
the way of life, emphasis should be 
placed upon the importance of the 
individual getting into right relations 
with God. When Roman Catholics, 
priests and people, come to Christ’s 
Mission, valuable time is not wasted 
in discussing with them the false doc- 
trines of the Roman Church, or the 
evil doings of any persons in it. The 


inquirer is asked how he stands in 


relation to God, and it is explained 
that God desires to be reconciled to 
him, and is waiting to receive all who 
come unto the Father through Jesus 
Christ. 
told that the Saviour’s invitation is to 
come to Him direct, and that to all 
who will accept His invitation He 
“will give rest.” True religion is a 
matter between the individual and 
God himself, and is independent of 
any human mediators or ceremonies. 
The Catholic world is sick of the 
man-made religious systems of 
Rome, and others will soon weary of 
the philosophies and schemes of 
thought that abound on every hand, 
the general tenor of which is to drive 
God and his Christ out of the thought 
and hearts of men. ‘There is no- 
where any satisfying portion for the 
intellect, peace for the soul, or rest 
for the weary heart, except in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. As it was 


Those inquiring friends are 
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two thousand years ago, in the time 
of Paul, so it is to-day—this Gospel 
is “the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth,” as tens 
of thousands can testify. 


In the Stronghold of American Popery. 
The opening of the new headquar- 
ters for Christ's Mission in the most 
central part of New York City is an 
event worthy of record. Much space 
is devoted to the opening services in 
this issue of Tne Convertep Catu- 
oLic. In this great city, the door- 
way for all.the earth into America, 
there is not another institution like 
Christ’s Mission. It 
defence 


for the 
of the Protestant faith and 
principles that have made this na- 
tion the wonder and admiration of the 
world. 


stands 


It stands for opposition to 
the principles of Roman Catholicism, 
which has mankind and 
would keep all peoples in subjection 


enslaved 


to the autocratic power of a Pope 
whose rule has been rejected by such 


Catholic nations as France and Italy. 
New York City is the stronghold of 


Popery in America, and it is well that 
there should be an institution in this 
city where the schemes and plots of 
the Papal agents can be exposed and 
their dark deeds brought into the 
light of day. -A wise general not 
only masses his forces for attack, but 
he is ever on the alert to discover the 
plans of the enemy and penetrate the 
secrets of his strategy. That is part 
of the patriotic work of Christ’s Mis- 
sion. As a Christian institution it 
presents the Biblical way of salvation 
to bewildered Catholics, and even the 
wanderer can find the sure path of 
life, a refuge, and a hope, in its evan- 
gelical teachings. 

Such an institution deserves the 
moral and material support of all 
American patriots and Christians. 


The Pope Undemocratic. 


In a special despatch to the New 
York Sun from London we read: 


A great deal of comment is being 
raised throughout Europe both with- 
in and without the Roman Catholic 
Church by the recent utterances of 
the Pope on government which tend 
to show that the Sovereign Pontiff 
holds extremely undemocratic views. 
He said, for instance, in his recent ad- 
dress to the members of the anti- 
slavery congress at Rome, “A gov- 
ernment in order to govern well must 
be despotic and tyrannical.” 

This remark was suppressed in the 
official report of the address, but 
its authenticity is vouched for by 
Guglielmo Quadratto and others who 
were present. It is pointed out that 
it is these general principles which 
the Pope holds strongly which gov- 
ern his attitude toward France. 

Robert Dell, the Paris correspond- 
ent of the Nation, in an interesting 
letter on the subject explaining the 
Pope’s recent utterances, says “The 
political policy of the Pope is the 
same everywhere. It is a deduction 
from fixed principles the application 
of which would be as fatal to a con- 
stitutional monarchy as to a republic, 
for they involve the destruction of 
political liberties and the control of 
the State by a theocracy.” 


These principles the Pope has more 
than once disclosed, but never quite 
so plainly as in the remarks above 
quoted. 

A later despatch from Rome said 
that the Vatican declared the Pope’s 
language to have been misunder- 
stood, that he did not mean his words 
to be taken literally, and that as he 
came from the working people he 
could not be otherwise than demo- 
cratic. 

Personally Pope Pius X may be as 
democratic as his peasant brothers— 
one of them is a tavern keeper—but 
as Pope he must of necessity be a 
despot and a tyrant. 
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OPENING SERVICES AT CHRIST’S MISSION, NEW YORK. 


HE series of meetings with 

which the public services at 
new Christ’s Mission Building 

inaugurated commenced on 
Sunday, December 8, 1907. The 
weather was all that could be desired, 
and long before the time for the be- 
ginning of the meeting not only was 
every seat occupied, but the whole 
building was filled with friends and 
sympathizers. 


the 
were 


In the congregation were to be 
seen many of the friends of old days, 
who came to rejoice over the good- 
ness of God in giving Christ’s Mis- 
sion such an excellent building so ad- 
mirably adapted for the purposes of 
its special work. 

The service was conducted by Rev. 
James A. O’Connor, the founder and 


director of the Mission, who gave a 
history of the work from its incep- 
tion in 1879, and an account of its 
scope and its prospects for the future 
in this most central part of the city. 
He said the work of the Mission was 
not for New York City alone, but for 


the benefit of the entire nation. 
While the Mission proclaims the 
saving grace of God for all sinners 
who will repent and turn to Him, it 
is also a Protestant Temple for the 
fearless assertion of the Truth and 
for the maintenance of the rights of 
man against Papal absolutism in civil 
and religious life. The Mission is 
thus the representative of all Ameri- 
can citizens and lovers of liberty in 
every land. 

The prayer of dedication was of- 
fered by the Rev. David James Bur- 
rell, D.D. LL.D., of the Collegiate 
Reformed Church, who preached at 
this opening service. 


Rev. Dr. Burrell’s Address. 


Christ’s Mission stands for Pro- 
testantism ; but what does Protestant- 
ism stand for? The word suggests 
a negative attitude. This is unfor- 
tunate, because Protestantism is dis- 
tinctly positive and structural. All 
truths, however, are bi-frontal. You 
must deny before you can affirm. 
You must fell the forest before you 
can till the field. You must clear 
away the débris before you can lay the 
foundation of your temple. The sun 
protests before it asserts. It protests 
against the night, the moon and stars, 
miasm and disease and death, owls 
and jackals, ghosts and_ spectres. 
But even while protesting it affirms; 
the birds begin to sing, the heavens 
are illumined with red and azure 
glory, the grass blades of the meadow 
are hung with diamonds, the wheels 
of commerce revolve, and the roar of 
industry is heard in the great centers 
of life. 

The positive positions of Protes- 
tantism are these three: 

First, with reference to Christ. He 
is the foundation of His Church. 
When Christ said, “ Thou art Petros, 
and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shal noi 
prevail against it,” he did not mean 
that Peter was to be the foundation 
of the Church, but the great truth to 
which Peter had just given utter- 
ance—‘“ Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” To say that 
Peter is the rock is bad philology, 
bad philosophy, bad history, bad re- 
ligion and bad common sense. 

And Christ is accessible to all. 
His word is, ‘Come unto me.” The 
rending of the veil from the top to 
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the bottom. in the very hour when 
Jesus dying, cried, upon the cross, “It 
is finished!” meant that a new and 
living way was opened into the holiest 
of all. Let priests and pontiffs and 
ecclesiastical principalities and pow- 
ers of every sort now stand aside! 
Out of the way! The function of the 
Church and her ministers is not to 
guard the mercy-seat against the ap- 
proach of the sinner, but simply to 
announce that Jesus waits to hear 
and comfort and strengthen and par- 
don and save him. Mediators? Oh, 
no. Intercessors? Oh, no. Confess- 
ors? Oh, no. This is child’s play, 
but with serious consequences. Out 


upon all such interference with the 
sovereignty of Christ in holy things. 
In the new dispensation of the Spirit, 
every man is made a king and priest 
unto God. 


Second, with reference to the Scrip- 


tures. ~ We believe that they stand 


alone -as our infallible rule of life. 
They are separated by their abso- 
lute truth and trustworthiness from 
all other books. There is a vast 
accumulation of apocryphal writings, 
traditions and pseudo-gospels which 
are not without historical 
but which are not to be men- 
tioned in the .same breath. with 
the inspired Word. The man who 
denies the truthfulness of Scripture 
sets himself against the consensus of 
the Protestant Churches and is; so 
far forth, a rationalist. The Protes- 
tant Church asserts its faith in Scrip- 
ture as a true declaration of the di- 
vine will. 

.. And the Scriptures are free and 
open to every man. The Reforma- 
tion began when Luther, rummaging 
through the library of the University 
at Erfurt, came upon a dusty copy of 


value, 


the Scriptures and opened it. He 
read there, “ The just shall live by 
faith;’ a truth which came to be 
known historically as the doctrine of 
a standing or a falling Church. And 
still further he read, “Search the 
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and these are they 
which testify of me.” Here was the 
search-warrant placed by the Master 
in the hand of every believer, entitling 
him to read for himself and interpret 
for himself. 

Third, with reference to Personak 
Freedom. The great battles of Pro- 
testantism have been fought in vin- 
dication of this principle. The glory 
of the recent history of civilization 
gathers about the Protestant Quad- 
rilateral; the four peoples who have 
stood as in a solid square confronting 
the aggressions of ecclesiastical 
tyranny. The Waldenses, whase 
bones lie scattered on the Alpine 
mountains cold; the Beggars of Hol- 
land, at cost of home, treasure and 
life, facing the Spanish Fury; the 
Covenanters of Scotland, exiled from 
their churches, worshipping in con- 
venticles among the hills and uplift- 
ing the banner, “ For Christ’s Crown 
and Covenant,” and the Huguenots, 
reddening the pavements of Paris and 
the soil of all France with their con- 
secrated blood. These constitute the 
great battalion who, devoting them- 
selves to death for the truth’s sake, 
have liberated the nations of Chris- 
tendom in refusing to receive orders 
from priest, presbytery, ecumenical 
council or ecclesiastical judicatory or 
from any source except the throne of 
God. 

The progress of recent centuries 
has been along these lines. The 
motto of the Protestant Church is 
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not “ Semper idem” but “ Nunquam 
idem.” There are only two great 
facts that abide ever the same. Jesus 
is the same yesterday, to-day and for- 
ever; yet all the world is ever catch- 
ing new glimpses of the beauty of 
His face. The Scriptures also abide 
unaltered, because God sealed the 
Book with seven seals, and made it 
“Finis.” There is no appendix, no 
addendum. The revelation was ad- 
justed to the progress of all times. 
Nevertheless, as John Robinson 
said, there are new truths ever 
bursting forth from the Word. But 
between these two abiding facts, 
Christ and the Bible, His true 
Church moves on in new enter- 
prises to ever greater conquests of 
faith. 

This is, Protestantism. Its only 
pontiff is Christ, whose name is above 
every other which is named in heaven 
or onearth. Its only hierarchy is the 
procession of torch-bearers, who go 
forth to illuminate the dark places of 
cruelty and the habitations of death, 
and of reapers who come from har- 
vest fields bringing their sheaves with 
them. Its only Book is that which 
was written by holy men who were 
moved by the Holy Ghost; and its 
only creed is that which is framed 
from the Scriptures by men sitting at 
the feet of Christ. Its grandest 
cathedrals are the lives of holy men 
who realize their holy birth and des- 
tiny and who “know their rights— 
and knowing, dare maintain.” _Its 
most fervent litany is this, “ From all 
tyranny of mind and conscience and 
heart, good Lord, deliver us.” Its 
grandest music is the breaking of 
chains ; and its magnificent gloria is, 
“Ave Maria, Hail Mary, mother of 


No! But this: 


All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
Let angels prostrate fall, 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all! 


Thus we dedicate Christ’s Mission to 
Protestant truth and religious liberty. 
ed 

Many ministers were present at-the 
opening service. The closing prayer 
was Offered by the Rev. Charles 
Inglis, the well-known evangelist, 
who as an English Protestant, re- 
joiced and gave thanks to God for 
this building now consecrated to the 
proclamation of evangelical truth, and 
sound Protestant principles. 

The opening services of the Mis- 
sion were continued during the week, 
December 9 to 13, when addresses 
were delivered by representative 
ministers of the city. Monday. even- 
ing, December 9, the. Rev. Joseph 
Sanderson, D.D., LL.D., the Nestor 
of the New York Presbytery, paid 
an eloquent and loving tribute to the 
Mission workers and the patient zeal, 
consecrated labor, and tactful man- 
agement with which the work had 
been carried on in this city for twenty- 
eight years. 

Addresses were also delivered by 
the Italian priests, Andrew Bon- 
garzone and Hermes Cavarocchi, who 
were recently converted at the Mis- 
sion and sent out to do evangelistic 
work among their countrymen, the 
former in connection with the Luth- 
eran Church, and the latter in Jersey 
City, with the First Presbyterian 
Church, of which the Rev. Charles F. 
Herr, D.D., is pastor. Mr. Cava- 
rocchi, though only 18 months in the 
United States, delivered his address 
in excellent English and in a most 
impressive manner. 


God, pray for us”? 
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MR. CAVAROCCHI’S ADDRESS. 
Rejoice! rejoice! Again, I say, 
“ Rejoice!” because Christ’s Mission 
is finally, definitely and firmly estab- 
lished here, like a rock, which shall 
never be moved, though tempest 
blasts may blow harder and harder, 
because it is founded upon the Rock 
of Ages, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Eighteen months have passed away 
since Christ’s Mission left Twenty- 
first Street. I was there then. I was 
the last Italian priest converted 
through Christ’s Mission in that 
place, the last priest who received 
the light, the truth, and the life 
there—the last priest who in that 
place accepted salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ as a personal 
Saviour. 

What a change has been worked in 
me from that time. I was then al- 
most an unbeliever in any religion, 
but now I am a sincere follower of 
Jesus, looking up to Him above 
everything. Iam here to testify that 
I owe all my religious enlightenment 
to Christ’s Mission. I was a priest, 
blind, a false teacher both as regard- 
ed myself and others, but now I am 
a missionary, consecrated to the work 
of taking the light of the Gospel to 
my countrymen—that same blessed 
light I received in Christ’s Mission. 


I well remember the last meeting 
at the old Christ’s Mission at Twen- 


ty-first Street. I was present there 
at the farewell, but I did not under- 
stand anything that was said. I had 
been in this country only a few days, 
and I did not know any English 
words. I understood only “ Good- 
by, goodby!” repeated several times 
by the preacher. I saw the tears 
quivering in the eyes of this vener- 
able man, and I was deeply touched 


in my soul. Pastor O’Connor was 
thinking of the years he had spent 
there, and of all his work, so faith- 
fully accomplished for Jesus’ sake, 
and his mind was also crowded with 
visions, wonderful, glorious visions 
of all the good that had been done. 
But there was in his tears no appre- 
hension for the future, lest his work 
should be less earnest or less suc- 
cessful. I saw then in the gleam- 
ing eyes of this intrepid warrior all 
the marvellous history of his past life. 
I saw him strenuously fighting for 
the true freedom of this country— 
that freedom which rests upon the 
Gospel of Jesus. I saw him fighting 
bravely against the supremacy of the 
Pope, which has so terribly and so 
fatally weighed upon the destiny of 
the Italian people; and in that sol- 
emn moment I said within myself: 
“Courage! Courage! Onward, O 
soldier of the Cross, we must over- 
come the Papacy and make humanity 
free from that plague! ” 

My dear friend—better still, my 
loving father—I see to-night that the 
veil of sadness you wore then has 
gone and that your soul is filled with 
joy in the new Christ’s Mission. 

Praise the Lord, all you friends of 
Christ’s Mission, all you Christian 
people, who are interested in the en- 
lightenment of the Roman Catholics 
through the powerful light of the holy 
the Lord, Christ’s 
Mission is here, at the center of the 
city, a lighthouse, a harbor where 
shipwrecked seamen can find rest and 
peace in the salvation of God. 

It is an event of the greatest im- 
portance to this great metropolis and 
to the whole country that Christ’s 
Mission is here, for it stands for the 
defense of this free, strong, splendid 


Gospel. Praise 





The Converted Catholic. 9 


land against the influence and the 
intrigues of the Pope of Rome and 
his hierarchy. Christ's Mission is the 
Protestant Vatican of the United 
States; but what a difference be- 
tween it and that of Rome. Here we 
do not see the Pope, surrounded by 
Jesuits, but a consecrated servant of 
God, devoted to the service of Jesus, 
and he has the help of Christian men 
and women. Here is not to be found 
priestly hypocrisy, but sincere, pure 
love and faith in Jesus Christ. Here 
is not the darkness of ignorance and 
superstition, but the light of the 
blessed Gospel of the Son of God. 
Christ’s Mission is in the vanguard of 
all progress and civilization ; it is built 
on love for others and faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
JF 
Dr. MacAsthur’s Address. 


The Rev. Robert S. MacArthur, 
D.D., of Calvary Baptist Church, de- 
livered an address at one of the open- 
ing services, worthy both of his great 
reputation and of the occasion, in 
which he said: 

My words must be brief, as an im- 
portant engagement calls upon my 
time in a few minutes. I would not, 
however, deny myself the honor and 
pleasure of giving the word of con- 
gratulation to our honored and be- 
loved Brother O’Connor, and to all 
interested in the work of Christ’s 
Mission. 

I congratulate all the friends of this 
work, in the first place, on the pur- 
chase, renovation and occypancy of 
this house as the home of the Mis- 
sion. This large and excellent build- 
ing is admirably adapted to this pur- 
pose. It combines the qualities nec- 
essary for a home and a place of as- 
sembly. These two features can 


never be separated in this work. The 
door which opens for public worship 
to many will open also to some as a 
home in the fullest meaning of the 
word. Here a cordial welcome will 
be given seekers after truth, life and 
God; here the hand of a brother will 
be warmly extended and here mani- 
fold acts of kindness will be perform- 
ed. There will be a ministry for 
body, mind and soul, 

I congratulate you all, in the sec- 
ond place, on the admirable location 
which has been chosen. This Mis- 
sion is located on one of the widest 
and finest streets in this city; it is in 
one of the most attractive blocks on 
the West Side, fresh air and abundant 
light adding to the charms of the site. 
Views of the Hudson River and Jer- 
sey Heights are an additional charm. 
The proximity of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, of many 
churches and other public buildings, 
are an interesting feature of this loca- 
tion. Its contiguity to the great 
church of the Paulist Fathers is not 
without special significance. The 
hearts of many priests will turn long- 
ingly to this Mission. It has often 
ministered to their spiritual darkness 
and their heart hunger in the past; it 
will minister to all true spiritual in- 
quirers, whether of the clergy or 
laity, even more abundantly in the 
near future. It is an interesting 
Providence that almost under the 
shadow of the church of these Fath- 
ers, sits Christ’s Mission, with its 
beautiful name, its open hand, its lov- 
ing heart, and its warm welcome for 
all seekers after God. 

I congratulate, in the third place, 
Pastor O’Connor and his fellow- 
workers on the sanctified common 
sense which has characterized the 
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work from its beginning. The spirit 
of this Mission is worthy of its divine 
name. Some men engaged in similar 
work often manifest more heat than 
they transmit light. The provoca- 
tions to untempered speech in work 
of this kind are very great; all such 
workers are often criticized with the 
unfairness and_ bitterness. 
They are sometimes maligned with 
a spirit that is little short of Satanic. 
They would be almost superhuman if 
they did not sometimes retaliate. But 
our dear Pastor O’Connor has held 
himself with fine self-control, and 
whether speaking to an inquiring 
priest, or writing letters to authorita- 
tive cardinals he never forgets the 
spirit and manner which become a 
Christian gentleman and a ‘minister 
of Jesus Christ. 

I congratulate all the workers in 
this Mission most of all on its dis- 
tinctly evangelical spirit. It is not 
conducted in the spirit of any nar- 
row sectarianism. It-does not aim 
primarily to make proselytes from 
Romanism to Protestantism, but it 
aims to lead all men past all churches, 
creeds and “ isms,” to Jesus Christ as 
the Saviour. It has done good work 
in the past; it will-do vastly greater 
work.in the future; and its transfer 
to this new location is, the signal -for 
renewed consecration to the salvation 
of men and to. the glory of God. 

* 

During the week of opening ser- 
vices the addresses delivered by Rev. 
Drs. Strobridge, Blackburn, Hallen- 
beck and others were of a high order. 
Pastor O’Connor said that the cost 
of opening the Mission building 
should be taken upon the hearts of 
the friends of the work everywhere. 
Such help is needed at this time. 


utmost 


Evangelize the Catholics. 


A despatch from Boston to the 
New York Tribune, December 19, 
said: 

Boston College, the Roman Cath- 
olic institution of this city, will short- 
ly occupy a new site. Title has just 
been taken to thirty-five acres of land 
in the Chestnut Hill part of Newton, 
whereon will be erected a great group 
of buildings which will make the in- 
stitution rank among the greatest 
Catholic universities in the world. 
The first building to be erected will 
cost about $125,000, from funds sub- 
scribed by students, graduates and 
friends of the College. The plans of 
Archbishop O’Connell are to make 
30ston the Catholic educational cen- 
ter, as well as the cathedral center, 
of the United States. 

As Boston is said to be an Irish 
Catholic city, the hierarchy will now 
be able to direct all the affairs not 
only of Massachusetts, but of New 
England—political, religious, and so- 
cial—with the Storers at the top of 
the ladder looking down upon the 
children of the Pilgrim Fathers. 

sunker Hill Monument is not as 
high as the ambition of the Roman 
hierarchy to direct and control the 
destinies of the future New England. 
The Protestants of Boston must look 
out, or all their descendants will be 
within the circle of that “ Cathedral 
center.” That calamity can be avert- 
ed by the infusion of the truths of 
Christianity and American principles 
into the hearts and minds of the Ro- 
man Catholic population. The evan- 
gelization of the Roman Catholics in 
America is the most pressing duty of 
American Christians to-day. The 
results of the efforts put forth in such 
a cause will transcend in importance 
any missionary enterprise for the 
“heathen abroad.” 











FROM_A CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


, Wisconsin, Jan. 2, 1908. 

Dear Friend:—It gives me great 
pleasure to send you the enclosed 
remittance for the work of Christ’s 
Mission. 





It is nearly twenty-five years since 
I commenced taking THE. CoNVERT- 
ED CaTHOLIc. Being a converted 
Catholic myself, I have naturally 
taken great interest in your work. 
While I had lost faith in a great many 
of the teachings of the Roman 
Church before I heard of you, my 
faith in a true and far more ra- 
tional Christianity has been greatly 
strengthened by the reading of your 
Magazine these many years. 

I receive appeals for help for many 
different objects—nearly if not all of 
which I believe to be worthy of sup- 
port; but I doubt, if I have ever con- 
tributed to any that have been more 
worthy, or that have, in my judg- 
ment, shown such fine results for the 
means at their disposal as Christ’s 
Mission. 

In addition to the large number 
of ofher people who have been at- 
tracted to Christ’s Mission, and have 
there been made to see the better 
way, you have published the names 
of more than one hundred prrests, 
all of whom were in good standing 
in the Roman Church when they 
made their first call-at Christ’s Mis- 
sion, and all of whom were finally, 
through your good work, converted 
so as to serve Christ in a different 
manner from that taught by the 
Church in which they had received 
their early training. A large num- 
ber of these men were helped 
through Christ’s Mission to prepare 
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pying pulpits in Evangelical churches, 
while others are doing missionary . 
work not only in this country but in 
other parts of the world. 

It certainly seems to me that all 
who call themselves Christians, no 
matter what denomination they may 
belong to, should rejoice that these 
men have been saved to the Evan- 
gelical faith; this was surely much 
better than their remaining in the 
Roman Church after their con- 
sciences had rebelled against their 
preaching or practicing that in which 
they could no longer believe; or as 
so many others do who have been 
trained as they were, and have lost 
faith in the things they formerly be- 
lieved, than their becoming indiffer- 
ent to all religious teaching. Roman 
Catholic countries are filled 
men of the latter kind. 

A work that can thus save these 
men for Christ and for the spread of 
His Gospel should certainly. receive 
the support of all right-minded peo- 
ple. yy Go 


—<—_$_$__——_________ 


Many Catholics Converted. 


The following letter from Philadel- 
phia will be read with interest: 


Dear .Brother O’Connor:—It is 
close on to five years since last’ we 
met, through the medium of the’ pen, 
and during that period many changes 
have occurred throughout the world. 
The location of Christ’s Mission has 
been changed, and through your ef- 
forts, its objects have been advanced 
with steady success. 

I, too, have prospered in material 
things, sufficiently to be able to en- 
close $5, with which please credit me 
for Tug RTED. CATHOLIC. 


with 


ON 
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years 1904, 1905, 1906, 1907, you so 
generously continued sending the 
Magazine that really I was touched 
by your Christian patience and trust- 
ing disposition. Something, per- 
chance, must have told you that I 
was slow, but sure. However, this 
remittance will take me to the end 
of 1908. 

Perhaps you will remember me as 
the young man who in January, 1903, 
sent you a copy of the church paper 
of Bethany Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, in which was 
given an account of the conversion 
of Father Buehler, formerly an Au- 
gustinian monk; also of an aged 
Catholic lady of 77 years; Mr. and 
Mrs, L———, formerly French Cath- 
olics, and Miss T , then a singer 
in the Bethany choir, Later, you 
published part of the news of the 
paper in THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
Now do you recollect me? 

The chum of whom I wrote you 
left the Roman Church when his 
father died, and has been a devoted 
member of a large Methodist Church 
ever since. 

There are many other converted 
Catholics whom I have met or heard 
about, but these converts have to 
keep somewhat in the background, as 
their saintly Catholic friends show 
their religious bigotry by persecution. 

I am familiar with conditions in 
Philadelphia, and am pleased to say 
the. Methodists, Baptists, Presby- 
terians and Lutherans are making 
steady gains among the Italians and 
other immigrants, save the Irish, who 
appear to be the most deluded, and 
at the same time the most devoted. 
A Lutheran minister, Dr. Cassidy (a 
name that sounds better to some if 
found in a Roman church), is doing 


good work, while his wife renders 
most able assistance. 

I recently attended a mission for 
non-Catholics, and uncovered some 
of the deceit they practice in luring 
some of the more ignorant. I only 
wish I could tell you how some of 
the questions were answered; the re- 
plies really caused smiles all round 
the room. 

Kindly accept my heartfelt wishes, 
as well as my long-delayed subscrip- 
tion, and rest assured that when I 
lose interest in your noble work it 
will only be because I cease to be. 

G. G. D. 


Earnest, Successful Work. 


One of the most efficient workers 
among our alien populations is the 
Rev. Dr. T. D. Malan, Pastor of the 
Eleventh Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Philadelphia, who after many 
years of heroic struggle, now sees 
his work crowned with success. 

In a letter received a few days ago, 
Dr. Malan writes as follows: 

My Dear Brother O'Connor: 

I duly received the interesting news 
about Christ’s Mission and rejoice at 
its phenomenal progress and the evi- 
dent blessing and seal of God on it. 

Here we work among the Roman 
Catholic laity, and you more promi- 
nently among the clergy; so we sup- 
plement each other’s labor in the 
work of spreading the Gospel among 
the Roman Catholics of our land. 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, which 
you so kindly send us every month, 
we always read from beginning to 
end. It should surely open the eyes 





of our good American friends, who 
seem blind to the perpetual encroach- 
ments of political Popery; some of 
Roman 


them even consider the 


















Church a “Christian denomination” 
—so much so that in some of our 
French and Italian mission fields here 
some who are considered “lights” go 
so far as to oppose and antagonize 
our work because, they say, it is try- 
ing to convert Catholics “who are 
just as good Christians as we are” 
and in possession of the “truth” 
(Mariolatry, celibacy, confession, pur- 
gatory, etc.). 

Your Letter to Cardinal Gibbons 
is a monthly gem, which ought to be 
read at the White House, at Down- 
ing Street, at the Quai d'Orsay, at 
the Quirinal, and must surely be read 
at the Vatican, though of course off- 
cially ignored there and by Roman 
Catholics at large. 

There is a representative of the 
French Government in this country, 
who desires to obtain more informa- 
tion as to the “groupements réligieux 
et leurs rapports avec les pouvoirs of- 
ficiels,” procédés de propagande Cath- 
olique parmi les familles Americaines 
et parmi les immigrants—quelle est 
la part respective du clergé séculier 
et des moines dans cette oeuvre? 
N’ont-ils pas un but politique, ne 
cherchent-ils a agir 
groupes afin 
une législation priviligiée en leur 
faveur?” 


pas les 


politiques 


sur 
d’amener 


He wants sure statistics. 
He asks: “Comment les Ameri- 
icains sont-ils assez simples d’esprit 
pour adhérer a la confession, a l’im- 
maculée conception, etc.? 
tion des écoles paroissiales—le devel- 
oppement 


La ques- 


convents — Y-at-il 
beaucoup de fonctionnaires Catho- 


In- 


stitutions académiques Catholiques— 


des 
liques dans les administrations? 


connaissez-vous leur propagande oc- 


culte? 


Les ordres des Knights of 
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Columbus, Catholic Foresters, Clan- 
na-Gael, etc.—et leur 
crutement, leurs methods d'action?” 

I gave this gentleman, Mr. H. La- 
broue, your address and I suppose he 
will write to you. 
editors of the 





mode de re- 


He is one of the 
aris Temps. I an- 
swered his questions and referred 
him to you for further information. 

I read a paper before the Preach- 
ers’ Meeting on the conflict between 
France and the Papacy which was 
published by request of the Meeting, 
in The Methodist Review November, 
1907. 

Here all is well. On Sunday I 
preach in English in the morning, in 
French in the afternoon, and in 
Italian at night. On the first Sun- 
day in each month we have a joint 
communion service for the three con- 
gregations in the three languages—a 
foretaste of the communion of saints 
in Heaven. 
for 
Americans.” 


We have one Sunday 


school the three races—‘“all 


Yours in Christian love, 
T. D. MALAN. 





Practical Appreciation. 


The sum of ten dollars has been 
received from an anonymous writer, 
but evidently an appreciative friend, 
in Boston, Mass., to pay for that 
number of subscriptions for THE 
CoNVERTED CaTuotic. In the letter 
accompanying the gift the writer 
says: “I consider your Magazine 
far more useful and important in 
the preservation of our Government 
and our free institutions than most 
people realize; and I believe time 
will that efforts have 
not been in vain.” 


show your 
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Lord O’Hagan Iadignant. 

‘THe Converted Catuotic for De- 
cember, 1907, had occasion to make 
a protest against the repetition of 
a slander on the of a 
English nobleman who died 
Boer War, the 
‘syndicate writer “Marquise de 
under the protection of 
the phrase, * 


memory 
young 
in the written by 
Fontenoy” 
It is said.” The origi- 
nal statement was published in 1905 
in the New York Tribune, Philadel- 
phia Press and other leading papers 
which we are convinced were mis- 
led by this Catholic writer. In 
Tre Convertep Catnotic for April 
of that vear extensive documentary 
evidence was produced showing the 
falsity of the that Lord 
O’Hagan—the officer in 
question—had been “reconciled” to 


assertion 
young 


the Roman Church before he died. 

The New York Tribune of De- 
‘eember 16, 1907, letter 
from London by Baron 
the falsity 
made by 


contains a 
written 
which shows 
statements 


©’ Hagan, 
of other 


besides the 


*Marquise de Fontenoy” 


specific allegation referred to above. 


The letter is as follows: 


Baron O° aAGAN’s LETTER. 

To the Editor of The Tribune— 
Sir: A cutting from your issue 
of November 15 has just been 
shown me, and, although I general- 
ly ignore stich paragraphs as_ be- 
neath riotice, yet in this instance, 
as the paragraph in question deals 
with matters affecting my venerated 
mother and other members of my 
family, | must request you to in- 
sert this letter at your earliest con- 
venience, 
First, as to the reference to my 
mother’s dealing with Towneley 
Hall. It had been her desire and 
that of my brother for a long time 
to turn the old hall, rendered hard- 


ly fit for continual residence by the 
encroachments of a town full of the 
smoke of factories, into a museum 
for the people of Burnley, and we 
were all delighted when my mother 
succeeded in making arrangements 
with the corporation of Burnley for 
that purpose. It has been an ex- 
cellent solution of a difficult prob- 
lem, and I am _ personally very 
grateful to my mother for it. 

As to the silly story of the lamp 
in the private chapel, which “never 
went out for a thousand years,” let 
me inform you, first, that the chapel 
was built in 1602, and is not there- 
fore a thousand years old, and, sec- 
ond, that no lamp was ever kept 
burning in that chapel permanent- 
ly. A light would, of course, be 
there when the chapel was in use, 
but for months, or even: years, in 
the absence of the family, no light 
was burning there at all. I can- 
not understand how such silly re- 
ports can be thought to be of in- 
terest to sober, practical American 
readers. 

The question of our religion is a 
private matter, unfit, I should have 
thought, for discussion in the news- 
papers; at any rate, people ought 
not to venture to discuss it with- 
out proper information. As a mat- 
ter of fact, | am, like my mother 
and sisters, a member of the 
Church of England. Nor is my 
elder sister the wife of an “ex-» 
priest,’ since my _ brother-in-law’s 
defect of proper baptism, which ac- 
cidentally came to be known some 
years after his ordination, of course 
rendered such ordination null and 
void. He therefore did not leave a 
Church to which, theologically 
speaking, he did not belong. He 
has since been baptized by the 
Lord Bishop of Ripon. Under 
these circumstances there can be no 
difficulty about a marriage which, 
on account of his high intellectual 
attainments, family connections and 
personal character, gave us all the 
greatest satisfaction. ’ 

I may add that, in former days,- 
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my brother-in-law never resided at 
Towneley Hall with us, never lived 
there in the capacity of chaplain, 
and was not, during the crisis in 
our religious views, in a position to 
influence us. 

I hope such an _ authoritative 
statement will dispose once for all 
of those erroneous reports, especial- 
ly in a paper like The Tribune, to 
which one is accustomed to turn for 
accurate information. 


O’HaGaAN. 

Bachelors’ Club, London, Dec. 4, 
1907. 

Public men, in even more respon- 
sible positions than that of the edi- 
tor of the Tribune, frequently find 
out, to their cost, what a vast dif- 
ference there is between the Prot- 
estant standards of morality and 


those of the Roman Catholic 
Church. -———o 


‘sAssimilation’’ of Aliens. 


There is one feature connected 
with the recent ebullitions of alie 
sentiment by foreigners that has 
escaped notice, and that is the evi- 
dence they afford that the persons 
concerned have not really been “as- 
similated,” as many people thought 
they were. They have shown that 
they are still aliens in mind and 
heart so far as American ideals are 
concerned. More recently still, in 
New York City, when a State law 
forbidding certain entertainments 
on Sundays was enforced, the agi- 
tation against it commenced by 
those who make money by these 
shows, was supported by many 
people from Roman Catholic coun- 
tries who, in the first place, had 
never been taught to respect the 
Sabbath by the Roman Church; 
and in the next, showed, as laymen, 
the same contempt for the law that 
the Roman hierarchy does for any 


statutes of which it disapproves. 
‘The members of the Roman hier- 
archy know perfectly well the ideals 
of the American people with regard 
to their public schools, the separa- 
tion of Church and State, the Sab- 
bath, the liquor traffic and other 
matters. Yet, a continual warfare 
is kept up against the carrying of 
these ideals into effect. The liquor 
traffic of the country is practically 
a Roman Catholic institution, and 
there is not a city in the country in 
which those engaged in it are not 
continually breaking State and 
municipal laws; the profanation of 
the Sabbath, not only by public 
games but in many other ways, is 
countenanced by the priests; while 
the public schools are continually 
being attacked and strenuous efforts 
are made to keep Roman Catholic 
children from attending them. In 
spite of their smooth talk the 
agents of Rome in this country are 
alien in heart and, when the oc- 
casion requires, hostile to American 
ideals both in word and deed. The 
only course to be taken’ with such 
aliens of every kind and nation is 
to evangelize them. Any man who 
walks in the truth of the Gospel 
will, up to his light, be a good 
American citizen; and in any case, 
he will never want the Bible or the 
name of Christ cast out of the pub- 
lic schools; he will not keep @ 
saloon at all; he will neither dese 
crate the Sabbath himself nor ei- 
courage anyone else to do so, and, 
in brief, he will render unto Czsar 
the things that are Czsar’s. The 
Gospel is, indeed, the only agency 
by which aliens can be transformed 
into good American citizens—in 
the best sense of the wor 
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The Pope’s Christmas Gift. 


Pope Pius X has not hesitated 
to advertise to the world the dis- 
sensions in his Church, and at the 
same time to prove himself the im- 
placable foe of all intellectual and 
spiritual liberty. His latest exhibi- 
tion took place on Christmas Eve, 
1907, which is thus described in a 
special cable from Milan to the New 
York Sun, dated December 26: 

The Pope on Christmas Eve 
launched the severest blow he has 
dealt against modernism, it being 
nothing less than the pronunciation 
of the greater excommunication 
against all concerned in the produc- 
tion of the monthly review, // Rin- 
novamento, which is published. here. 
The greater excommunication is a 
penalty that has been rarely imposed 
in modern times. Even Victor 


Emmanuel when he despoiled the 
Papal States escaped its severities. 
Among other things it deprives its 


victims of Christian burial, and re- 
lieves the faithful of all duties re- 
specting the bodies and souls of 
those denounced, whether they are 
alive or dead. 

1 The magazine // Rinnovamento is a 
scientific periodical. It is not antag- 
onistic to religion, but it opposes the 
policy of the Vatican to the same ex- 
tent as do inquiring modernists here 
and elsewhere. It is read and ap- 
proved by many educated, sincere 
Catholics, and is sympathetically re- 
garded by some of the Cardinals and 
by numerous prelates and clergy. 
The doom of its conductors is pro- 
portioned to its influence. 

On Christmas Eve the sentence 
was communicated to the three chief 
directors by Cardinal Ferrari, Arch- 
bishop of Milan, who also was or- 
dered to publish the edict from the 
pulpit of the historic cathedral of 
Milan, whence, it is stated, no similar 
manifesto has ever before resounded. 

The decree explicitly strikes not 
only at the proprietors and editors 


but at the whole staff, printers and 
others employed in the production 
of the review, as well as at every 
contributor and subscriber. Several 
aristocratic families in Milan who 
are pronounced in their devotion to 
the Catholic faith are affected, as 
well as innumerable humble readers 
and supporters. 

The directors have replied to the 
Papal fulmination by an announce- 
ment of their intention to continue a 
firm but respectful resistance to the 
Vatican's policy, which they declare 
is crushing liberty of research, which 
their review embodies. 

Readers of the story of “The 
Jackdaw of Rheims” in “The In- 
goldsby Legends” may be remind- 
ed of the lines in which the Cardi- 
nal’s curse upon the unknown thief 
who had stolen his ring from the 
table during a banquet, is thus de- 
scribed: 


The Cardinal rose with a dignified look, 
He called for his candle, his bell and his 
book; 
In holy anger and pious grief, 
He solemnly cursed that rascally thief. 
He cursed him at board, he cursed him 
in bed, 
From the sole of his foot to the crown 
of his head. 
He cursed him in eating, he cursed him 
in drinking, 
He cursed him in coughing, in sneezing, 
in winking; 
He cursed him in sitting, in standing, in 
lying, 
He cursed him in walking, in riding, in 
flying. 
He cursed him in living, he cursed him 
in dying— 
Never was heard such a terrible curse! 
Sut what gave rise to no little surprise, 
Nobody seemed one penny the worse. 
seaislgciins 
From Canada:—THE CONVERTED 
CatHno.ic has always been a welcome 
visitor in our home, and shall be as 
long as I live. May the Lord bless 
you for your faithful work. If God 
be for us, who can be against us?—M. 












Hope for New England. 


Boston, Mass, Dec, 28, 1907. 

Dear Sir:—This year came an op- 
portunity to place THE CONVERTED 
CaTHOLIc before some of our Boston 
voung men. The Fitzgerald rule 
{that of the mayor defeated at the 
last election] had become so obnox- 
ious that it opened the eyes of many 
to the well planned campaign of the 
Roman Catholic Church against our 
city government as nothing before 
had done. It has to become a per- 
sonal affliction before the average 
American will believe there is any 
danger of any sort. Now there is a 
condition of mind that is favorable to 
instruction. My own plea to them 
was that if a known enemy were at 
work successfully against me, it 
would be to my advantage to dearn 
his methods and perhaps find some- 
thing that I could use against him 
with equal success. 

For instance, I directed attention 
to the infinite pains taken by the 
Papal agents to secure information 
as to the standing of every individual 
with regard to his vote or influence; 
their planting families or single vot- 
ers in weak wards, to gain posses- 
sion; and the trouble they took to 
make sure that every vote in their 
favor was polled. Of all these things 
the Roman element boasted openly, 
so that there was no excuse for ignor- 
ance. 

Our people won the day, and it 
looks as if there would be some 
wholesome, if unpleasant, facts con- 
cerning the recent Rome rule to come 
out—as of course might well be ex- 
pected. 





One of the good things that have 
come out of the recent agitation is 
that the ministers have spoken brave- 
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ly for righteousness in government, 
and have emphasized the duty of our 
best men to put down their money- 
making for a time and accept public 
office, serving the people with the 


best that is in them. The hand of 
God is surely moving among the peo- 
ple, calling them to higher and purer 
living, and to be less slothful in the 
cause of right. 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC is the 
most powerful and important Maga- 
zine for the present time and con- 
tinues to grow more so as time ad- 
vances. The Bible teachings in the 
first part are not the least valuable 
contributions; they are so lucid, so 
kind, so attractive to seeking souls. 
The whole publication breathes a 
“God bless our Country!” “God bless 
our Forty-six Commonwealths!” 

May God bless you and yours in 
your new quarters with great success 
in all good things in all seasons. 

E. M. W. 


From New York:—When I finish 
the Magazine I send it to one who 
was one of our public school teach- 
ers, a Protestant American, who 
is married to an Irish Catholic, They 
are both bright people. Since her 
marriage, she has sided somewhat 
with her husband, but has never join- 
ed the Roman Catholic Church. I 
have heard lately that she has joined 
an Episcopal Church, and that he has 
had a quarrel with the priest, and 
does not now go to his own. They 
have a son now in early manhood, 
who in the past has been strict in 
Church duties. Should she at any 
time write you, would you kindly in- 
form me by card? She does not 
know who sends the Magazine to 


her.—R. 
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ROME TYRANNIZING OVER AMERICAN CATHOLICS. 


By CHaArLes Eaton, WaTerzLoo, N. H. 


HE ecclesiastics in the conven- 
tion of the Federation of Cath- 
olic Societies of the United States, 
in Indianapolis, held recently, struck 
vicious adroitly at 
the hallowed pillars of our Republic. 
True, the laity nominally held the 
offices and outnumbered the ecclesias- 
tics, but the laity there, as everywhere 
in the presence of their superiors, 
were followers and servants. 


blows very 


The Federation declares its pur- 
pose to be the advancement of the 
“civil, social and religious interests” 
of Catholics. The fact is, on the con- 
trary, that the organization has been 
brought into being by the ecclesiastics 
to help the Pope bring back “human 
society” “to the discipline of ‘the 
Church ;” its purpose is to strength- 
en the grip of the bishops in 
wresting from the laity the inalienable 
rights, powers and prerogatives in- 
herited by them under our Federal 


and State Constitutions—rights, pow- 


ers and prerogatives in making mar- 
riage, educational, moral and reli- 
gious laws, which rights and functions 
are denied them under the constitu- 
tion and discipline of the Roman 
Church—the Pope. 

The Federation “asserts the neces- 
sity of Christian principles in the 
State, in business, in all financial and 
industrial relations.” Blessings on 
every Catholic layman who acts his 
part as a sovereign American and ex- 
presses his own free and unfettered 
thought on all the concerns of life. 
But the “Christian principles” of 
these ecclesiastics deny him this sov- 
ereign right to thus act and speak; 
and this subjection to the ecclesiastics 


is the weighty ingredient in the 
“Christian principles” they want estab- 
lished in the State, in business and in 
the financial and industrial relations. 
To the Pope’s delegate, the alien Fal- 
conio, and the other purple-robed 
prelates, in the convention, “Christian 
principles” are the Vaticanisms of 
the Syllabus of 1864; and these mean 
the right to hold every layman in 
intellectual shackles; and to hold 
him in ecclesiastical quarantine—as if 
our society were a moral and reli- 
gious yellow fever and every Protes- 
tant a Cuban mosquito inoculating 
Catholics with the fatal malady. Ever 
since Luther gave the civil power jur- 
isdiction over marriage, education, 
morals and the earthly affairs of reli- 
gion, Protestantism, to the mind of 
Papal ecclesiastics, hasbeen “the spirit 
of darkness,” “the most pernicious er- 
rors both doctrinal and moral’—the 
very words of Rome’s historic cate- 
chism. “Protestantism * * * is 
utterly valueless as a doctrinal or 
moral power” is Archbishop Ireland’s 
favorite description. Therefore under 
the pretext of shielding and rescu- 
ing the laity from this peril—really 
to recover into their hands this lost 
jurisdiction—the ecclesiastics strive 
to disintegrate society and segregate 
the people—divide them into hostile 
camps on Papal lines with the hope of 
dominating the Papal camp. “Nay, 
rather unless forced by necessity to 
do otherwise Catholics ought to pre- 
fer to associate with Catholics.” This 
is the knife with which Leo XIII, in 
1895, tried to sever the sacred chords 
of charity and sympathy which ought 
to bind the hearts of Protestant and 
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Catholic fellow citizens. This “Fed- 
eration of Catholic Societies” out- 
Poped the Pope by sticking the red 
sign of pestilence on non-Catholic 
society in this manner: “We fully 
recognize the great danger [small- 
pox!] which threatens Catholic homes 
when Catholics enter and become ac- 
tive members of non-Catholic frater- 
nal societies and * * * we earn- 
estly urge all Catholics to join none 
but Catholic fraternal societies.” 
For years an insurance policy—an- 
other shackle of ecclesiastical inven- 
tion—has been in vogue with Catho- 
lics, under which the heirs of the 
holder cannot collect the insurance if 
he dies a Protestant. So this conven- 
tion commended this insurance as “an 
important factor in the protection of 
the home.” These things help us to 
see the devious movements of Papal 
“Christian principles” in business and 
finance. 

When a Roman Catholic ecclesias- 
tic mourns over the decline in Chris- 
tian principles and begs for a contri- 
bution for his school, orphanage, hos- 
pital or church, be not deceived by 
his dissembling. He will use your 
money to teach your Catholic neigh- 
bor to shun your society, to spit on 
your Bible, to keep his children out of 
the school to which your children go, 
and to curse the marriage of a Catho- 
lic by your pastor as “filthy concubin- 
age; the priest will use your contri- 
bution to teach the innocent child in 
the school and orphanage, the conva- 
lescing patient in the hospital and the 
kneeling penitent in the church to 
despise the Christian principles you 
and your country hold most dear; and 
worse still, the priest will also use 
yours money to 


smite with social 


odium, and excommunication, every 


-by the State in education.” 


Catholic father and mother who re- 
volts against his fanaticism and tyr- 
anny and dares to defend the rights of 
themselves, their children and their 
country. 

“As Catholics we do not recognize 
the principle of absolute divorce.” 
This is bold dissembling. The eccle- 
siastics practice divorce under the 
form of wicked impediments to mar- 
riage and scandalous annulments of 
the nuptial bond. If my Protestant 
male reader marries a nun, or my 
Protestant female reader marries a 
priest, or if my Catholic reader mar- 
ries an unbaptised person, or if a 


Catholic widower or widow marries a 
first, second or third cousin by affini- 
ty, or marries the godparent of his 
or her child, these unions, though the 
happiest in the world, are void under 
the law of these unmarried ecclesias- 
tics; and but for our statutes they 


would invalidate the marriage bond 
on the application of the nun, the 
priest, the Catholic cousin and god- 
parent, though the other party is the 
most loyal consort in love’s sweetest 
story ; and though the dreadful stig- 
ma of bastardy 


may thereby be 


branded children. 
Equally abhorrent is the consignment 
of devoted Catholic and 
grooms to eternal damnation if mar- 


ried under Protestant or magisterial 


upon helpless 


brides 


-rites; and the refusal to grant di- 


vorce to.the wretched wife of drunk- 
en sot or of a murderer. 

“We condemn the modern socialis- 
tic and fraternalistic schemes which 
seek to make it appear that the public 
school is superior and better equipped 
than our: parish school;” “* * | * 
and we antagonize any fraternalism 
This is 
another example of the “Christian 
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principles” of these ecclesiastics; as 
well as another form. of denying 
the sovereignty of the people, includ- 
ing the Catholic fathers and mothers, 
over education. Behold these eccle- 
siastics in their Vatican livery thun- 
dering: “We condemn” the improved 
text books ; “we condemn” the higher 
grade of teachers; “we condemn” the 
improved ventilation and _ heating; 
“we condemn” the increase of time in 
the study of science. “We condemn” 
all these things because they make 
the free public schools superior to the 
parochial schools that have been built 
under the ecclesiastical lash and are 
maintained under threats of eternal 
doom! And to unite with. these 
ecclesiastics in their condemnations— 
to withhold oil from the people’s 
lamps of knowledge, to keep the laity 
surrounded by darkness, will advance 


their “civil, social and religious in- 


terests!” 

“With profound regret” these men, 
“the representatives of God on earth,” 
view the attendance of Catholic stu- 
dents at our splendid non-Catholic 
academies, colleges and universities. 
There is a total of 7,387 of these 
splendid young Catholics at these 
matchless fountains of knowledge. 
And it would advance their “inter- 
ests” to drive them away into gloomy 
ecclesiastical halls where the text 
books are censored by celibates for- 
bidden to warm their cold hearts with 
love of country and home—text 
books that teach that it is a “chief 
error” to be in harmony with the 
present “civilization,” and that 
philosophy should be restricted by 
“authority” and not be free as the eye 
of the explorer. 

These ecclesiastical patriots in or- 
der to withdraw business from our 


free press and cripple it without ex- 
posing their hatred of it too carelessly 
“urge Catholics to support loyally 
any move” to establish Catholic daily 
papers. When a layman has spent 
his last copper for a Catholic daily 
and when a merchant has spent his 
advertising money in a Catholic daily, 
they will have none left for a non- 
Catholic paper. Here is another peep 
at the business side of the Papal 
“Christian principles.” ‘That paper 
alone is to be regarded as Catholic,” 
says the decree of the Baltimore 
Council, “which is prepared to sub- 
mit in all things to ecclesiastical au- 
thority.” It would seem, however, 
that the highest standard of right as 
well as the best standard of loyalty 
to our constitutional shield of free- 
dom of the press, demands that 
Catholic papers and all others should 
be subject to no authority but the 
truth—the truth as honest editors 
and the people themselves see it. 

Have you evereread the renuncia- 
tions exacted from Catholic censors? 
The decree governing every town and 
city in our land in flaunting defiance 
of our Federal and State constitu- 
tions reads: “They [the censors] 
should put away all attachment to 
their particular country, family or 
institute and lay aside all partisan 
spirit. They must keep before their 
eyes nothing but the dogmas of holy 
church and the common Catholic 
doctrine as contained in the decrees 
of general councils, the constitutions 
of the Roman pontiffs and the unani- 
mous teachings of the doctors of the 
church.” 

Think of feeding the minds and 
hearts of American freemen on the 
stuff thus filtered through the musty, 
cold and benighted brains of such a 
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sacerdotal censor! What a brute an 
ecclesiastic must be who can thus 
purge himself of patriotism and love 
and sit down to square our books and 
papers, our statutes and constitutions 
—the enlightened thought and liberal 
laws of the twentieth century—square 
them with the doctrines that teach 
men to curse the rights and liberties 
given to them by Wyckliff, and Luth- 
er, by Roger Williams and Thomas 
Jefferson! Think of squaring the 
thought, the faith and the hope of the 
American people with the dogmas of 
the bigots who declared tha‘ it was a 
sin to say the world moves!—bigots 
who did not know that ice will pre- 
serve meat and that our blood circu- 
lates!—bigots that mocked at Colum- 
bus and his glorious vision! 

Our fathers said at Philadelphia 
that “it is the right of the people’— 
both Catholic and non-Catholic peo- 


ple—to build States on “such princi- 
ples” as to them—the people, and not 
kings or popes—shall seem best. The 
Indianapolis Convention was one of 
the many insidious ecclesiastical at- 
tempts, under the guise of promoting 
“Christian principles,” to take from 


the people “the right”’—the sov- 
ereignty of their own judgment— 
avowed at Philadelphia and exercised 
by the American people ever since 
then. 


Endorsing the Pope. 

Last month the Board of Trustees 
of theCatholic University of America, 
called together by Cardinal Gibbons, 
at the annual meeting in Washington, 
expressed its agreement with the 
views of Pope Pius X concerning 
“modernism.” Four days later Car- 
dinal Gibbons, as Chancellor of the 
University, issued a circular say- 
ing that the sum of two millions of 


doliars—affording an annual income 
of $80,000—would be needed to put 
the institution on a satisfactory finan- 
cial basis. It will be interesting to see 
how far the American Catholics are 
willing to endorse the Pope’s reac- 
tionary notions with their money. The 
task of squaring the circle is simplici- 
ty itself compared with that confront- 
ing the trustees of the University— 
to maintain a standard of learning at 
all approaching in excellence that of 
other American universities, while 
carrying into practice the ideas set 
forth in the Encyclical. 

It will be found that Cardinal Gib- 
bons will have to turn to “accommo- 
dating” Protestants and_ political 
managers for those two million dol- 
lars. If our readers know any of 
those good-natured Protestants they 
might suggest their sending some of 
their surplus money to Christ’s Mis- 
sion, where it will do more good than 
if sent to Cardinal Gibbons, 

ED 
‘‘Boston an Irish City.’’ 

An article in a New York weekly 
paper last month said Boston was an 
Irish city and that the Catholic vote 
of that city reaches well toward 75 
per cent. of the total. It so happens 
that not all the Irish people in Boston 
are Roman Catholics, by any means; 
and these should not be held respon- 
sible for the Fitzgerald administra- 
tion, now happily at an end. 

The municipal pay-roll of the city 
of Boston reads like a directory of the 
City of Cork, and is nearly as large. 
New York, as late as Mayor Hewitt’s 
time, was also classed as an Irish city, 
but it is so no longer. So there is 
hope for Boston and other large cities 
in the amalgamation of races and re- 
ligions in the future of our country. 
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ROME PLUNDERING THE FILIPINO GOVERNMENT. 


{During the recent visit tothe Philippines of Mr. Taft, our Secretary of War, he 
was presented with the following protest against the payment to the Roman 
Catholic authorities of large sums of money which they claimed were due to them 
in connection with Church property. The writer is one of the most learned 


priests in the Philippines. 


He sent us this communication, translated from the, 


Spanish, in a registered letter dated Vigan, Ilocos Sur, Philippine Islands, Sep- 
tember 22, 1907—Ep. CoNnverTED CATHOLIC. ] 


Favor AND BENEFICENCE SHOULD BE 
FOR ALL ALIKE. 

{To the Hon. Mr. Taft and to the Rep- 
resentatives in the Congress of the 
United States and the Philip- 
pine Assembly). 

HE Secretary of War, Mr. Taft, 
. endorsement to Con- 
Tess, “It can be affirmed 
with all certainty and full informa- 
tion that one of the greatest-disas- 
ters which the Philippine Islands 
have suffered has been the destruc- 
tion of the edifices of the Catholic 
Church during the past disorders.” 

It seems that Mr. Taft wishes to 


in an 


Savs: 


indicate that the greater part of the 


the Roman Church 
were destroyed during the recent 
This supposition is false. 
Possibly thete were not more than 
twenty-five churches destroyed in 
the recent wars in all the Islands. 
At any rate, sincerity and truth re- 
quire the Government and_ the 
Church to publish a detailed ac- 
count of these destroyed edifices, 
for which the Church asks indem- 
Till now 
the investigation of these damages 
has been a mystery and a secret, 
and no account has been published 
in the press of the Islands. Is it for 
fear lest the pious frauds be discov- 


buildings of 


wars. 


nity of the Government. 


ered? 

That investigation and the sworn 
declarations of damages to the 
Church were brought about by per- 
sons who were the most devoted to 


the Church itself. In each locality 
these declarations have been signed 
by friends and devotees of the par- 
ish priest; and in those cases in 
which I myself was present it 
seemed to me that the amount of 
damages assigned was three times 
the real and actual value. 

In the greater part of the towns 
of the Philippines, ecclesiastical 
properties did not suffer damage to 
the twentieth part of their real and 
actual value. I believe that Mr. 
Taft has been misinformed, if. it 
is not the case that he entertains 
wishes and propositions to specially 
favor the Roman Church and gain 
the sympathies of the Catholics in 
the next presidential election. 

I, personally, have gone over six 
provinces since the war, and in 
them I have not seen the general 
destruction and ruin of church edi- 
fices that Mr. Taft laments in his 
statement: What I have seen is the 
superb convent and church of Mi- 
agao (Iloilo) burned by the friar 
himself, the priest. of the parish, 
when he sdw:that he must abandon 
them, according to public docu- 
ments delivered to Mgr. Chapelle, 
Apostolic Delegate, or to Mr. Taft, 
by the citizens of that town. And 
now it is asked that the Govern- 
ment pay one hundred and fifty 
thousand pesos for those two build- 
ings burned by friars themselves. 

If. the Government of the United 
States thinks that its duty is to in- 
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demnify the Roman Church and pay 
all damages occasioned by the three 
armies: Spanish, insurrectionary 
and American, equity and sincerity 
require that equal beneficence be 
shown to all Filipino citizens whose 
properties were destroyed or taken 
by one or another of those three 
armies: to indemnify only one for 
damages that are common and gen- 
eral implies an abhorrent favoritism 
that smacks of political and finan- 
cial exploitation. If the Church is 
in néed of money, more needy still 
are the towns, which lost incalcu- 
lable goods and properties in the 
past disturbances. Those three 
million pesos which Mr. Taft asks 
of Congress for damages to the 
Church I consider ‘an unmerited 
gift and a special favor, not an act 
of justice. That seven hundred 
thousand pesos be paid to the 
Church simply for the occupation of 
some of its edifices is an act of jus- 
tice, accompanied by a generosity 
never before seen; but we have 
nothing to say on this point. How- 
ever, if the Government desires to 
pay:all damages incidentally caused 
the Church by the three armies, im- 
partiality and equity require that 
the same grace be extended to all 
Filipino towns. 

I, in the name of towns burned, 
and families ruined, without num- 
ber, in the name of equality and 
equity, request Mr. Taft that he 
present to Congress another similar 
petition in favor of his well-beloved 
Filipino people; that the Roman 
Church be not the sole and only 
recipient of favor, and thus he will 
avoid odious insinuations. 

Mr. Taft and Honorable Repre- 
sentatives, we want equality for all: 


equal law for all: equal beneficence 
and favor for all. 

With respect to what Mr. Taft 
affirms, that “the Roman Church 
has an extraordinary and decisive 
importance in the political life of 
the Islands,’—that is his private 
opinion, as it is the opinion of the 
friars, his good friends and favor- 
ites. But the general opinion of the 
Filipinos, manifested in the recent 
election of Representatives, is en- 
tirely contrary. The influence of 
the Church in the political life of 
these Islands is so weak and scat- 
tering, that the formation of a great 
political national Catholic party 
completely failed, a “fiasco” be- 
moaned by La Estrella de Antipolo, 
organ of the Catholic party in the 
Philippines. And in the recent elec- 
tion of Representatives, the majority. 
voted in favor of the Liberal Na- 
tionalists, against the party of the 
Church. 

Mr. Taft is much mistaken as to 
the influence of the Roman Church 
in the political life of the Islands. 
This influence exists, but it is an in- 
fluence against the Constitution, re- 
trogressive, and could even be 
called anti-social and barbarous. 

In proof of this, I would cite the 
following. In the city of Vigan, 
when the Jesuit fathers came, the 
Mensajero Catolico was founded on 
their instigation, as an organ de- 
fending the Church and its inter- 
ests. Since then, in its number 42, 
this organ of the Church proposes 
to the Philippine towns that they 
flog in the public plaza those who 
do not comply with municipal or- 
dinances, especially if the transgressors 
are white-faces (Europeans or Ameri- 
cans), even though it be Roosevelt 
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himself, President of the United 
States; and that they remember that 
the Japanese were not held to be civil- 
ized until they had killed many thou- 
sand Russians (literally thus). In No. 
44 it applauds a Catholic of San 
Vicente for having struck a Protes- 
tant preacher in the act of preach- 
ing, and adds that the people should 
have scourged him. In Nos. 40 and 
44 it defends the anti-social and 
immoral doctrine that the persons 
of heretics may be insulted in order 
that their doctrine and teaching be 
made more detestable. In Nos. 56 
and 57 it says to Catholic towns 
that it were better to elect a dog 
as Municipal President rather .than 
a Protestant. 


All these barbarities are taught 
in a weekly publication, an organ of 
the Roman Catholic Church, under 
the inspiration of the Jesuits. Such 


ideas preached in the towns are 
anti-secial, anti-constitutional, and 
retrogressive; and they characterize 
the kind of influence exerted by the 
Roman Church in-tké political life 
of the Island: an influence opposed 
to those modern democratic liber- 
ties, for which the Philippine people 
have contended. 

The Roman Church, if it should 
ever dominate the political life of 
the Islands, will cause another civil 
war more deplorable than that of 
the year 1896 against Spain. 

May God prevent that the Roman 
Church arrive at such political pre- 
dominance in these Islands. 

The facts demonstrate, therefore, 
that Mr. Taft is very much mis- 
taken and that he has been deceived 
or fascinated by the specious ele- 
gance of the Church, believing that 
all that glitters is gold, and that 


what is no more than an empty 
husk is solid fruit. 

The Filipinos are nominal Cath- 
olics through baptism as_ infants, 
forced and obligatory; but the 
greater part of them are practically 
liberal, indifferent, or Protestant in 
ideas. 

Mr. Taft shoula know it. Con- 
gress should know it. I have lived 
twenty-two years in these Islands; 
twelve years were spent as Curé of 
many parishes, I have resided in 
eight provinces; and am absolutely 
sure of my affirmations. The Cath- 
olicism of the larger part of the 
Filipinos is nominal, as has been 
seen in the past election, in which 
the Catholic Church has failed, has 
been defeated in her political pro- 
posals. 

The Roman Church in the Phil- 
ippines, as in Spain, is a cadaver 
of most beautiful aspects. It wants 
to attract the world by the pomp 
and ostentation of its worship, of 
its feasts and ceremonies full of 
worldly vanity. 

SALVADOR Pons y Torres, 
Roman Catholic Presbyter, Pro- 
fessor in the Ilocano Univer- 
sity. 

Vigan, Ilocos Sur, P. I. 

rn 

A Philadelphia physician in renew- 
ing a friend’s subscription for next, 
year said: “This subscriber thoroughly 
enjoys every issue of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, and prays God’s 
blessing on your noble work. 

“ A.” 

A subscriber in Massachusetts 
writes: I wish I was able to flood the 
land with your most excellent maga- 
zine. I hope those who have means 
will help you in the work. 
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GERALDINE DE LISLE; OR, TRIED AND TRUE. 
CHAPTER XV (Continued). 


A DOLEFUL CAPTIVITY. 


The countenance of Mr. Granville grew perfectly livid. Tremulous 
with passion, he exclaimed: 

“Obstinate and incorrigible heretic, it is well you are secured from 
making others as bad as yourself! You are too comfortable in this place. 
Prison diet and solitary confinement will, no doubt, quickly subdue your 
fine heroic spirit. Farewell for ever, and remember the time may come 
when you will bitterly regret your present folly.” 

The sound of Mr. Granville’s footsteps had not many moments died 
away, when the lady superior made her appearance, accompanied by two of 
the nuns. She sternly desired Geraldine to follow, and led her along a nar- 
row passage till they reached an iron door, which, being unlocked, disclosed 
a flight of stone steps, leading to the basement story. Down this passage 
they conveyed their prisoner, till they reached a small room at the farthest 
extremity. Into this she was rudely thrust by the nuns, who left without a 
word, locking the door after them. 

When all was hushed in silence, and Geraldine had recovered her be- 
wildered senses, she turned tq take a survey of the gloomy prison by the few 
rays of moonlight which found their way through a small casement-window 
high up in the wall. It contained a miserable pallet of musty straw, covered 
by a scanty supply of bed-clothes, a stool, a small table on which was placed 
a crucifix and a human skull. Moisture trickled down the walls, and a damp, 
unwholesome odor pervaded the atmosphere, sending a chill through her 
frame. Her heart sank within her at the dismal prospect. Throwing her- 
self upon her hard couch, she gave way to a flood of tears. 

For six weary days the lonely captive was uncheered by the sight of a 
living creature. Once a day her food, consisting of bread and water, was 
thrust into her room in silence by one of the nuns, who, being deaf, had been 
specially selected as her attendant. At the end of the week the lady su- 
perior paid her a short visit, to see if harsh treatment had subdued her spirit. 
Finding her still inflexible, she departed, muttering bitter threats. 

The unwholesome air, insufficient diet, want of exercise, and unbroken 
solitude, soon produced their evil effects, and, ere many days, fever laid hold 
of its victim. During the day-time, Geraldine lay in a state of prostration 
and stupor. At night the fever rose. Her temples burned and throbbed, 
but there was no kind friend to apply the cooling vinegar. She was tor- 
mented by an intolerable thirst, but no drop of water was at hand to 
moisten her parched tongue. In restlessness and misery she tossed to and 
fro, until the dawning of the day. 

Next evening Geraldine received another visit from the mother abbess. 
Fearing she was going to die, she urged her in the most pressing manner to 
renounce her heretical opinions, promising if she did to remove her to a 
commodious apartment, and treat her with every care and attention. The 
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sufferer firmly resisted the temptation, though each succeeding day brought 
the tempter, with her fair promises. At last the mother abbess, losing all 
patience, threatened to abandon her to her fate. 

On the ninth day the lady superior stood for the last time beside the 
captive, and sternly demanded her final decision. Overpowered by weak- 
ness, and scarcely conscious, the invalid at first made no reply. Roused 
by the pertinacity of the nun, and fearing that at the last the rites of the 
Romish Church might be forced upon her, when she had no power to re- 
sist, she raised herself partially with a super-human effort, and with an 
energy which startled the abbess, exclaimed: 

“Never will I renounce my faith! Leave me in peace! I shall soon 
exchange this dungeon for a heavenly mansion, provided for me by my 
Saviour’s merits!” 

Exhausted by the effort, she fell backwards in a state of insensibility. 

Deep and bitter were the execrations heaped upon the unconscious suf- 
ferer.by the baffled superior. Frenzied with passion, she declared her in- 
tention of abandoning her captive to the “evil spirits by which she was pos- 
sessed,” and left, muttering her satisfaction at the prospect of being speedily 
rid of such an obstinate apostate. 

As night approached, the fever increased, and Geraldine was tortured 
with all the horrors of a delirious fancy. The moonbeams fell upon the 
skull, and magnified its horrible ghastliness. To her disordered imagination 
it appeared to grin a mocking smile at her misery, and sometimes even 
seemed to assume the features of the dreaded Mr. Granville. Her dreams 
were equally terrifying. Sometimes she fancied she beheld her brother 
struggling in the waves, and some horrible monster opening its jaws to 
devour him. Again, she thought she was fastened to a stake by the nuns, 
and that Sir Arthur Fitzgerald was lighting the fire around her. Next, she 
imagined that a great gulf had opened beneath her feet, from whose depths 
issued roaring flames, which scorched her with their fiery breath. At last 
the terrible night passed away, and as morning dawned, a change came over 
her, and she sank into utter exhaustion. 


CHAPTER XVI. 
A RETURNED ABSENTEE. 


It was a chilly evening in the end of March. Rain and hail had fallen 
alternately in tempestuous torrents throughout the day, and streamlets 
coursed across the road. By the side of a fire in a small inn, in one of 
the western counties of Ireland, sat two travelers. One seemed peculiarly 
discontented at the probability of being weather bound another day in 
the hotel. 

“Such floods!” exclaimed he in a querulous tone. “I have heard of 
the moist climate of Ireland, but this is rain with a vengeance. I vote 
that we be off to-morrow—hail, rain, or shine. Another day in this hor- 
rid inn would bore one to death. I wonder, Forster, you don’t leave 
this barbarous country, and come over and live in our civilized regions.” 
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“Indeed, Neville,” replied his companion smiling, “I have had my own 
consent to do so this long time, but you see my mother is too fond of 
her country to leave it; and of course I would not press her to do any- 
thing against her wishes.” 

“Exemplary son!” exclaimed Neville peevishly. “I beg your pardon 
Forster, but I wish your mother would exercise her good sense, and not 
victimize her family in such a way. Now, there is yourself, a fine, hand- 
some, agreeable fellow, who would be the idol of all the London coteries, 
completely thrown away in this outlandish place. And your sister, who 
would be the belle of the season, doomed to waste her sweetness on the 
desert air.” 

“Many thanks for your compliments, my dear fellow!” replied Mr. 
Forster gaily, “but as far as my sister is concerned, I can tell you that 
she has no desire for dissipation, and would prefer visiting the poor to all 
the gaieties of a London season.” 

“I daresay,” retorted Captain Neville, “that the poor thing, with 
deplorable infatuation, clings to her cage like a little linnet, and is un- 
willing to be made free; but that only makes her case more lamentable.” 

“Well now, Neville, after all poor Ireland is not so despicable, and 
has its beauties as well as England. Remember the great disadvantages 
under which it labors.” 

“Rain for one! I suppose if. it were not for an occasional rainbow, 
you would be in constant dread of a second deluge.” 

“Oh! it is not always raining, Neville, I assure you; and remember 
your own boasted metropolis is troubled at time with something equally 
disagreeable, and more dangerous, in the shape of fogs! So you are not 
going to put me out of conceit altogether with my country.” 

“That is just like you, Forster,”-replied the young officer; “I never 
can work you up into a proper fume about anything; but it must be a 


great stretch of even your good humor, to find a crumb of satisfaction 
in being obliged to spend a whole day idle in this miserable place.” 

“Well, I protest this is too bad!” exclaimed Mr. Forster with mock 
indignation. “You are a most unreasonable being. You have had only 
four days experience of our climate, and of these, three were pleasant and 
sunshiny. We had nice drives, and you saw some charming. scenery, 
and it was by your own wish that we remained here in hope of another 
excursion to-morrow.” 

“And well it was that we did not venture out in such weather!” re- 
torted the captain. “I suppose you are all so accustomed to be drowned, 
that you think nothing of it. As for the scenery, I own it is tolerably 
good. It is spoiled, however, not only by the moist weather, as you term 
it, but also by the horrid hovels which one sees, and the ragged urchins 
who pester you everywhere you go.” 

“I quite agree with you there. I often feel ashamed that English- 
men and Americans should witness such degraded specimens of our fel- 
low-countrymen. I assure you, Neville, this is mainly owing to the de- 
basing: influence of their false religion. In the more Protestant portions 
of the country the case is very different.” 


(To be continued.) 





The Converted Catholic. 


FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


SEVENTH SERIES. 
XIII. 


331 West 57TH St., New York, JANUARY, 1908. 

Sir.—At the beginning of another year I send you my felicitations that you 
are still in the land of the living; and I give thanks to Almighty God that 
I am also alive and at work in this great cause, the greatest and most im- 
portant that could occupy the mind of man and fill his heart. You are alive, 
still working for the power of the Roman Catholic Church and the exaltation 
and glory of its head—the Pope of Rome. I am alive, still working for the 
glory of God, the exaltation of Christ, the coming of His kingdom, and the 
salvation of our great Republic from the rule of the Pope. 

You are working to keep the people obedient to the Pope, while I am 
trying to lead them into the liberty of the children of God. You are striv- 
ing to spread the faith that leaves people “dead in trespasses and sins,” while 


my lifework is that of leading men into a living faith in Jesus “who saves 
His people from their sins.” You serve a human, mortal man whose power 
is decreasing every day, while He whom I serve shall, one day, “have the 
heathen for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for His 
possession.” Your master tries to gain the victory over his enemies—in 
his own Church—by excommunications and curses, and he would use physical 


force if he could—for it was only a few months ago that he reminded you 
and your brother Cardinals of the “very serious obligation you have as- 
sumed to combat error and defend the truth even to the shedding of blood.” 
But the Divine Master shed His own blood for the redemption of the whole 
human race, and we are drawn to Him by love, because “He first loved us.” 

Although you are engaged in a bad business, Cardinal, compared with 
the glorious work of leading souls directly to Christ, who will receive every 
seeking sinner who in repentance and faith relies upon the divine declaration 
that “the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin,” at the opening of 
a New Year I could not express a better wish for you than that you should 
enter into the enjoyment of peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
by seeking the forgiveness of your sins, not from your confessor, but from Him 
to whom all power is given in Heaven and on earth. There is only one 
Mediator between God and man—our blessed Saviour who gave himself a 
sacrifice for the sins of all men and who being no respecter of persons is 
as willing to blot out your transgressions, as those of the humblest sinner. 
Neither you nor I nor any mortal will find in any works we may have done 
anything better than “filthy rags” when we come to stand before God, and in 
that 'great day no Pope or priest or Church can answer for you or be in any 
sense an advocate on your behalf before Him who sits upon the Great White 
Throne. 

One of the hopeful signs of the times at the opening of the year 1908 
is the decrease in the power of the Vatican among the priests and people, 
and the rapid development of independence of thought combined with 
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restiveness under the galling Papal yoke. This movement will ultimately 
find its highest development in this country. For the present it is most vig- 
orous in Italy, France and Catholic Germany. 

A writer in the North American Review for December, 1907, Charles 
Johnston, treats this subject at length in an elaborate manner. The article 
is entitled, “The Catholic Reformation and the Authority of the Vatican.” 
The writer says: 


There are signs of a new birth in the stirrings of spiritual life so evident 
in the last year or two throughout the Italian peninsula. And the whole 
world’s attention has been called to these newly springing life-forces by the 
Syllabus of last July, and the recent Encyclical. “It is,” the Syllabus tells 
us, “a matter for the profoundest regret that a certain number of Catholic 
writers, transgressing the limits established by the fathers and the Church 
herself, have devoted themselves to the alleged development of dogmas, whilst 
in reality, under the pretext of higher research, and in the name of history, 
they explain away the dogmas themselves.” Among the positions which the 
Syllabus finds it necessary to affirm against these innovators, we find the 
declaration that “divine inspiration guarantees all and every part of the 
Holy Scriptures against error,’ and the claim that the Church has the 
right “to pass judgment on natural sciences’; the Syllabus further denies 
that ‘the Christian doctrine was first Judaic, then Pauline, then Hellenic, 
then Universal”; and declares that it is false to assert that “the Roman 
Church became the head of all churches, not by divine ordinance, but by 
purely political circumstances.” The Syllabus, it is worth noting, bears the 
ominous name of the “Holy Inquisition.” 


The Young Catholic Party, led by priests of fine character and broad 
culture, wish to dissociate Christianity from Roman dogma. In their publica- 
tion J] Rinnovamento, published in Milan (January, 1907), they say: 


Every religious conception which pretends in the name of faith to bind 
the intellect to determinate philosophical and social doctrines, and thinks pos- 
sible a specifically orthodox science, art or poltics, is false in its root. And 
if we deem possible a new Christian civilization, it is on one condition: that 
the spirit of Christ signifies the spirit of liberation, no one seeking to confine 
it to his own theories, hypotheses or systems, but each feeling it as an imi- 
nent command in his heart to uplift his life in all its activities. 


To this the Vatican replies in a Papal address April 17, 1907: 


Rebels, indeed, they are, those who profess and spread abroad under 
artful forms monstrous errors on the evolution of dogma; on the return to 
‘the Gospel—the Gospel, that is to say, stripped, as they put it, of the ex- 
planations of theology, of the definitions of Councils, of the maxims of 
asceticism ; on the emanicipation of the Church, but conceived after a new 
fashion—an emancipation which will enable them not to revolt, so that they 
may not be cut off, and yet not to submit, so that they need not abandon their 
own convictions. . . . We count, however, much on your aid, Venerable 
brethren, so that whensoever you, with the Bishops your suffragans in your 
provinces, learn of these sowers of tares, you may unite with us in combating 
them, inform us of the peril to which souls are exposed, denounce their books 
to the Sacred Roman Congregations, and meanwhile, using the powers which 
have been grantedto you by the Sacred Canons, may solemnly condemn them, 
persuaded of the very serious obligation you have assumed to aid the Pope 


in the government of the Church, to combat error and defend the truth even 
to the shedding of blood. 
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Disregarding this fulmination from the Vatican, the progressive Catholics 
said: 


For us, profoundly Christian souls, religion, far from being a vague 
mystical feeling which soothes the spirit and isolates it in a barren egotism, 
is a Divine reality, which kindles into life and exalts the souls of men, and, 
knitting them together in a bond of brotherhood, directs their life toward a 


supreme and common goal. 

As, of course, the Pope could not tolerate any form of Christianity apart 
from Roman dogma, the greater excommunication was hurled at these daring 
innovators. But they are not in the least deterred from prosecuting their 
work of reform. 

The disregard of Papal excommunications by Catholics is conspicuous 
at the present time. But as there are none so blind as those who will not 
see, your Church, Cardinal, through its hierarchy persists in this method 
of coercing the people. You think there is no other way of keeping them 
within the fold. The parochial schools were established to train and hold 
the rising generation, but evidently they have failed to satisfy the desire of 
the people that their children should receive a good education. Hence the 
disregard of the many injunctions, commands and threats hurled at Catholics 
indiscriminately by bishops and priests for sending their children to the 
public schools. Your Church has not given up all hope of obtaining public 
money for the support of the parochial schools, but in the meantime the 
people must be coerced into sending their children into those institutions. 
Some years ago when Satolli was here as Papal delegate he forbade the 
bishops to refuse the sacraments to parents for sending their children to the 
public schools. But so many of the young people who attend those schools 
become free and independent in thought, like other young Americans, that 
they are practically lost to the Roman Catholic Church, and stern measures 
must be adopted to keep them from the public schools. 

As the Roman Catholic people have been taught that there is no way of 
salvation except by means of the sacraments administered by the priests, no 
forgiveness of sin except by the absolution of the priest, no reconciliation 
with God except by sacramental grace, they are now to be deprived of all 
hope of heaven unless they patronize the parochial schools. More than that, 
they shall die in their sins and be condemned to everlasting perdition if they 
send their children to the public schools. 

Catholics who wish to enjoy the freedom of thought and independence of 
action of other American citizens were startled to read the pastoral letter 
of the Roman Catholic bishop of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, the first week of 
this new year, forbidding them to send their children to the public schools. 


The Associated Press sent a summary of that bishop’s letter to all thé daily 
papers as follows: 


Bishop Canevin, of the Pittsburg Catholic diocese, has issued an ex- 
plicit letter to the effect that in places where there is a Catholic school within 
two miles “parents and guardians are forbidden under pain of mortal sin to 


send their children to any non- -Catholic school, and omnteneats are forbidden 
to absolve those who do not obey.’ 





The Converted Catholic. 31 


The letter has caused a sensation here, as there are many parents living 
within the two mile limit who send their children to the public schools. 


The New York Herald in publishing this despatch said: 


There is much speculation as to whether the edict will be strictly obeyed. 
It is thought that many will refuse to conform to the Bishop’s wishes. There 
has already been considerable complaint from those who have had to con- 
tribute to the support of the public schools and also of the parochial schools. 


You know, Cardinal, that in the Catholic countries which are emerging 
from the darkness of Popery—France, Italy, and Mexico—no bishops or 
priests would dare to send out a letter like that. They would be fined and 
imprisoned for decrying the public institutions. We should have such a law 
here. 

You would not put your name to a letter like that, Cardinal, for you know 
it would not be obeyed by the intelligent Catholics of Baltimore, and you 
-would not so bluntly express condemnation of the public schools. But the 
priests of your diocese are instructed to use every means in their power to 
induce the parents to send their children to the parochial schools, and to 
warn them against the public schools. Refusal of absolution is only one of 
the means employed, though that to the average Catholic is the most terrible 
weapon that could be used. The intelligent Catholics will pay no attention 
to these threats, but manage to get on in life without religion, like the same 
classes in the Catholic countries of Europe. 

What an open door there is for evangelistic work among such people 
in all parts of our country. They are leaving your Church because they 
should be slaves to remain in it; and yet they know not where to go or what 
to do for the life of the soul. 

The world accounts you a good and upright man, Cardinal, and I am 
sure you would be a happy man if you would cast off the yoke of Rome 
that presses so heavily on the necks of American citizens. That yoke is 
making your people irreligious, and as surely as the French and Italians have 
turned away from and turned against the Church, so surely will the progres- 
sive Catholics in the United States. They have been taught that the Roman 
door was the only entrance to the Kingdom of God. But the broadening and 
enlightening influence of our civilization has affected them, and like the edu- 
cated and thinking Catholics of Europe, they have examined the claims of the 
Roman Church and found them baseless. When they have sought to give 
expression to their desire to have a part in the progress of thought that char- 
acterizes our time, they have been met with the threat of excommunication—- 
thus shutting the door of Rome against them. 

The pity of it is, Cardinal, that they have no knowledge of any other door 
to heaven. They do not know, théy have not heard the word of God: “Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear My voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him.” If we open the door of our heart to the Lord, He will 
enter into our lives, and no man, no Pope or priest can shut that door. 

Yours truly, 
James A. O'CONNOR. 
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So many subscribers have forgot- 
ten to renew for this year that we fear 
they have not observed the notice 
sent out by the Postmaster General 
of the United States that all periodi- 
cals must be marked in the mail list 
as “paid for 1908” or they cannet go 
through the post office as second- 
class mail matter. We hope all 
friends who wish the Magazine to be 
continued to their address will attend 
to that matter this month and renew 
their subscriptions. 


‘* The Scarlet Woman.’’ 


At this time when so many Ro- 
man Catholic monks and nuns who 
have left France for France’s good 
are coming into this country almost 
every week, this powerful story 
should be circulated widely by all 
who wish to save our country from 
the further spread of the evils of 
the convent system. 

The story is also valuable as 
setting forth in detail the manner 
in which the Roman priests worm 
their way into families, and create 
strife and separation for the pur- 
pose of attaining their ends. To 
those who may think that the 
words and actions are purely imag- 
inary, we can only say that we 
have frequent consultations with 
those who have family troubles 
arising from just such machinations 
as are presented to the reader in 
Mr. Hocking’s story. 

The author takes pains to show 


—in more than one place—that the 
enactment of laws providing for 
the inspection of all conventual 
institutions by Government women 
inspectors would go far to remedy 
such evils of convent life as the 
unwilling detention of nuns, the in- 
fliction of humiliating and cruel 
punishments, and physical suffer- 
ings caused by the excessive practice 
of Church observances—to say 
nothing of abuses, the existence of 
which, though next to impossible to 
prove in a court of law, is yet re- 
garded as a matter of more or less 
common krowledge—in Roman 
Catholic countries, at any rate. 

Several times in this book the 
Jesuit, Ritzoom, who is the prime 
mover in all the evil doing record- 
ed, lays stress on the fact tlat he 
and his subordinates can do many 
things in Protestant England that 
they could not do in Catholic Spain, 
because of the total absence of 
Government control. All Ameri- 
cans should know that the state- 
ment is equally true of the United 
States. 

The book should be read in everv 
Protestant family and find a place 
in every Sunday school library. 

“The Woman of Babylon,” by the 
same author, is an equally interesting 
book, though treating the subject of 
the malign influence of Roman Cath- 
olic institutions somewhat differently. 
Mr. Hocking is one of the successful 
writers in England to-day who is a 
decided Protestant, and his books 
manifest the spirit of the Christian 
while thoroughly exposing the cor- 
ruption of the Roman Catholic sys- 
tem. 
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